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Overview

Where We Belong. Connecting Indigenous identity and wellbeing in the city is d three
year (2025-2028) ARC Discovery Indigenous funded project. It is Indigenous
community led, designed, and governed qualitative research which focuses on what
it means to belong, be well, and live a good life for Indigenous peoples living in cities.
As the ACT region is home to Australia’s fastest growing Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander population (1), the study has been yarning with community in Canberra and
Queanbeyan through interviews since August 2025 about lived experiences of
belonging and wellbeing in the city. Gathering these local knowledges and stories
through yarning in a place where many different Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultural groups live will help to highlight the ways in which Indigenous people living in
cities can connect with and build community.

The project’'s central hypothesis is that those with a greater sense of belonging to the
place/s and community/ies where they live and/or are ancestrally connected to,
experience better health and wellbeing outcomes and are more empowered to lead
‘a good life’, however they define it. The key research questions this study aims to
answer are:

e What does it mean to belong and be well for Indigenous peoples living in cities?

e How do Indigenous peoples build belonging and connection to Country/land,
culture, and community in cities?

e How do particular social groups/community organisations facilitate this?

e What impact does the experience of belonging have on holistic wellbeing for
Indigenous peoples in cities?

Figure 1. Photos of Community Governance Group and project team members from meetings held to date

Community Design Process

A collaborative design process was held in 2024 with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander community members in the ACT region. Presentations about the research
were delivered by the Study Director, Dr Sarah Bourke, to a wide range of local
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and groups, and official support
for the project was received from the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected
Body, the Board of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services,
and the ACT Torres Strait Islanders Corporation.

Over 350 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community members living in
Canberra and Queanbeyan were contacted through various research, social mediaq,
and email networks and invited to attend workshops held at Yardhura Walani to help
determine the aims, key questions, data collection and analysis methods, Indigenous
Data Sovereignty and Indigenous Data Governance frameworks, and knowledge
translation outputs for Where We Belong. Six catered workshops were held from
August to November 2024 with 27 community members in attendance, with a $200
gift card given to each attendee as thanks for contributing their time and expertise.
Several of these attendees were then approached to stay on with the project to guide
the research as members of an independent Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Community Governance Group (Figure 1.).
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What is Indigenous Data?

According to the Maiam nayri Wingara Indigenous Data Sovereignty Collective

e ‘Indigenous Data’ is information or knowledge about Indigenous people which
impacts Indigenous lives from the individual through to the collective.

e ‘Indigenous Data Sovereignty’ is the right of Indigenous people to exercise
ownership over their Indigenous Data.

 ‘Indigenous Data Governance’ is the right of Indigenous people to

autonomously decide, what, how, and why Indigenous Data are collected,
accessed, and used.

Where We Belong enacts these principles through its research processes (see
worked example in Figure 2.). The Community Governance Group meet every six
months to review progress, provide expert advice, and guide research activities.
The project team work alongside this group as custodians for the study’s
Indigenous Dataq, ensuring that these data are held securely and with care, and
that any outputs developed from these data accurately and respectfully
represent community voices and interests. After the 5-year minimum data
retention period concludes, the research data collection will be donated to AIATSIS
for ongoing community access in perpetuity.

INDIGENOUS DATA SOVEREIGNTY IN ACTION

INTRO YARN

We meet with
interested
individuals for an
introductory yarn
over a cuppa to
help answer any
guestions about
the research
project and
interview process.
This is an
opportunity to get
to know each
other and have
an informal chat
about the study
without any
pressure to be
involved.

CONSENT

If they are happy
to proceed after
the intro yarn, we
share the
Participant
Information Sheet
and Informed
Consent Form
with them to
review before the
scheduled
interview.
Interviews take
place in our
specially
designed office at
ANU filled with
plants and
artwork.

INTERVIEW

A 90min slot is
scheduled for
each interview,
leaving plenty of
time for any final
questions to be
answered.
Interviews are
audio-recorded
and
professionally
transcribed.
Transcripts are
shared with
interviewees to
review/add
to/edit before
lbecoming data
for analysis.

IP RETURNED

A USB is sent to
interviewees with
their intellectual

property,
including the
interview audio
recording, original
transcript, and
any edited
transcript, as well
as their
completed
consent form and
any other
information (e.g.
family photos or
objects) as their
personal record of
participation.

Figure 2. Indigenous Data Sovereignty in action
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OUTPUTS

When directly
quoting from an
interview in any
public outputs,
we contact that

person to seek

ongoing consent.

We share how

their quote would
be displayed,
including the
context it will be
situated in (e.g.
key theme). This
is an opportunity
for individuals to
again determine
how their voice is
represented.
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